
 

 

 

  

Beacon 

JULY 2026 
 

THE PURPOSE OF DESERT SHORES 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO 

SHARE THE LOVE AND SAVING GRACE OF JESUS 

CHRIST WITH EVERYONE, THROUGH GOD'S 

POWER, MAKE DISCIPLES WHO LOVE GOD. 

The 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations” Matthew 28:19 

 

The Land of the Free and the Home of the 

Brave! 

 

 
This month is special in our history. We will celebrate 250 

years as a nation. I hope you find a way to let others know 

how grateful you are to be an American. There are so many 

words that we associate with being an American. Freedom, 

Independence, Patriotism, Liberty and Justice are all words I 

think of when I consider my country. I pray you will be able 

to celebrate with us by joining us for Worship Saturday 

evening and staying to watch the Fireworks. Remember to 

bring your lawn chair. 

Freedom is important, but more significant than the freedom 

that comes from being a citizen of a Nation as great as the 

United States, is the freedom we have as citizens of Heaven. 

I was recently reminded of this as I visited with one of the 

men who has been joining our worship service on Saturday 

evening. He is currently in a local treatment center and has 

been given the ability to join us for worship. 

We were talking about our faith and he was sharing with me 

the struggles he has faced. As I listened, my thoughts came to 

the importance of standing on the Word of God and what it 

tells us about our lives and the struggles we face. I especially 

came to the verses from scripture that I learned as a new 

believer. The importance of knowing our freedom in Christ is 

so key to living for Christ. 

 

John 8:36 “So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 

indeed. We know that sin has caused us to be enslaved, but 

Christ came and died on the cross for our sins giving us the 

free gift of salvation. Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 

We have been set free from the bondage of slavery to sin. As 

I spoke with this young man, I wanted to remind him of this 

truth. I could find no better place than the Bible. I shared with 

him, 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 

he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, 

new things have come. 

I wanted him to remember this verse because we all need to 

understand how the Gospel has made us “new creations”. We 

all were sinners lost in our sin. We all struggle with sin and 

the “past” or the things we have done before coming to 

Christ. We all have a past, but when we accepted Christ, we 

became new creations. The “old” has passed away all things 

have become new. It is a great freedom to know that you are 

no longer a slave to sin. 

But, we need to be renewed in our minds about how God now 

looks at us. That is why memorizing this verse and others 

helps us stand firm in our freedom. Another verse in 

Galatians 5:1 reminds us of this. 

 

Continued on page 4 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Weekly Events: 

July Events:  

July 4th 

Celebrate Independence Day 

No Men’s Breakfast 

 

July 8th 

Trustees Meeting 

9am 

 

July 14th 

Touchstone Angels Meeting 

1pm 

 

July 17th 

Cowabunga Canyon Water Park 

Youth Trip 

 

July 25th 

Splash Bash 

 

 

 

Reminder: 

Family Game Night, Movie Night, 

Women’s Fellowship and Birthday 

Potlucks will begin again in 

September 

 July Birthdays 

 
5th 

Bob Horn 

7th 

Elaine Buckley 

Jeri Young 

9th 

Dave Brehm 

10th 

Homer Griffis 

13th 

Earnestine Baker 

14th 

Destiny Hays 

15th 

Laura Mulcahy 

17th 

Alton Larson 

18th 

Michael Strassenburg 

22nd 

Ken Collins 

Dick HEuschkel 

23rd 

Kathy Cole 

Nadine Behmer 

24th 

Xena Bautista 

26th 

Carol Romant 

27th 

Rick Westbrook 

28th 

Tom Pizzata 

31st 

Pete Kinney 

Sunday         9:00am Youth & Adult Sunday School 

                   10:30am  Worship Service 

       2:30pm SunRidge  Village 

Monday       5:00pm Praise Team practice 

Tuesday        9:00am  Prayer Team 

       10:30am Davis Place 

                     1:00pm Silver Creek  

                     2:30 Joshua Springs Memory Care 

                     3:00pm Joshua Springs 

                     6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesday   8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 

        9:30am  Women’s Bible Study 

        6:30pm  Young Adults Bible Study 

        6:30pm  Bible Study – Perfecting 

                                    Relationships 

Thursday      1:00pm Mining for Diamonds Bible 

                                  Study 

                      6:30pm  Family Game Night 

   Last Thursday of the Month 

Friday            8:00am Men’s Bible Study 

                       6:30pm  Movie Night  

  Last Friday of the Month 

Saturday         8:00am  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

  First Saturday of the Month 

         6:00pm  Contemporary Worship Serv. 

                      6:00pm Youth Group 

 

July Anniversaries 
4th 

Mike & Michel LaRosa 

Tom & Sandy Potter 

6th 

Alton & Karen Larson 

18th 

Mike & Susan Rowe 

19th 

Chloe Spawn 

20th 

Dave & Connie Dunn 

 



 

 

 
 CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 

COME PRAY WITH US! 
 

Nehemiah 1:11 
11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the 

prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of 

your servants who delight to fear your name, 

and give success to your servant today, and 

grant him mercy in the sight of this man.”  

 

Our Prayer Meeting is at 9:00 on Tuesday 

Mornings! Please join us! 

 

If you have any requests or praises you can 

email them to  

Ljneitz57@gmail.com  

Or text them to 

928.201.8924 

 

A Prayer for Today: Lord God, may the song 

of my heart be focused on you, your glory, 

and your almighty reign on this earth and in 

my life. I confess that I am constantly 

distracted by other songs that distract me 

from singing joyfully to you, so by your grace, 

would you help my heart to sing with a 

singularity of focus on you, Lord Jesus, my 

Creator Savior. It’s in your name I pray, 

amen. 

 

Senior Ministry needs volunteers. Please 

call Rick Bickman at 924.444.4504 

Nursery: Volunteers are always needed. 

See Peggy Stedman 

Blessing Bag Donations needed: 

Toiletries, water, individually wrapped food 

items, etc. See Linda Lutz 

Michel La Rosa is looking for people 

interested in joining the Coir. Please 

contact her at 586.212.9223 

Want to receive The Beacon 

 via email, 

Please contact Dianna Stewart at 

diannakstewart@outlook.com 

 

 

Keep Nick and Marissa 

in prayer as they minister 

to the lost souls in 

Germany 

mailto:Ljneitz57@gmail.com
mailto:diannakstewart@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

End-Times Prophecy: Israel's Rebirth & 

The Fig Tree 

Amir Tsarfati 
 

While the scriptures are replete with rebuttals to the teaching of 

Replacement Theology, none are more catastrophic to the errant 

belief than Romans 11: 

 

Romans 11:1 

I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For 

I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of 

Benjamin. 

 

If God has replaced Israel with the church and has cast off the 

Jews from being His chosen people, then someone forgot to tell 

the Holy Spirit who, in turn, forgot to tell Paul. Romans was 

written nearly thirty years after the death, resurrection, and 

ascension of Jesus. Yet Paul wrote as if God still had a plan for 

the nation who largely rejected their Messiah. 

 

The three metaphors the Bible uses for the nation of Israel all have 

significance to our understanding of the faithfulness and mercies 

of God. The vine reminds us that it was through the Jews that the 

oracles of God and the world’s only Savior came to the earth. The 

fig tree reminds us of God’s faithfulness to the whole nation in 

spite of their national fruitlessness. The olive tree makes a 

connection between Jews and Gentiles, as seen in Ephesians 2:14-

18, and the peace that comes through knowing God, pointing back 

to Abraham as the father of all who believe.  

 

Romans 4:11 

And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 

righteousness of the faith which he had while still 

uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who 

believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness 

might be imputed to them also. 

 

The olive branch has long been a symbol of peace. Remember 

when Noah sent out a dove after the flood? The sign that the 

waters were receding was an olive branch in the beak of the dove 

when it returned to Noah. This signified that God’s peace had 

returned to the earth. This gave birth to a saying that is still used 

today; when someone wants to offer peace or reconciliation they 

figuratively “extend an olive branch.”  

 

Romans 11:16-18 

For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the 

root is holy, so are the branches. And if some of the branches 

were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted 

in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root 

and fatness of the olive tree, do not boast against the branches. 

But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the 

root, but the root supports you. 

 

The "root" of the olive tree represents the Jewish patriarchs 

(Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) and God’s covenant promises. 

Together, they provide the spiritual foundation for both Jewish 

believers and grafted-in Gentiles. This is also prophetic of the 

Millennial Kingdom when the Prince of Peace will rule from 

Jerusalem, and Jews and Gentiles will reign with Him as one in 

Christ! 

 

God is not done with Israel and they have not been replaced by 

Pastor George……..continued 

 

Galatians 5:1 “It was for freedom that Christ set us free; 

therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again 

to a yoke of slavery.” 

I wanted this believer in Christ to know what God’s Word 

tells us about who we are in Christ. My freedom means 

nothing if I fail to stand in that freedom, especially when it 

come to giving into slavery. 

We are blessed to live in a country where we can stand up for 

our rights, express our beliefs freely and have security in 

knowing that these and so much more will not be taken away 

just because we disagree with our government or an elected 

official. 

Our Declaration of Independence has guided our nation for 

250 years. One of the lines that all American should know is 

often spoken out loud, “We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness.” 

As a Christian, I am grateful to be an American. I am thankful 

for the life that God has given me and I will use it to share 

with others the true freedom we have in Jesus Christ. I will 

take responsibility for how I go forward and stand for my 

faith. I will remember who I am in Christ and know that the 

person I was before Jesus came into my life has passed away 

and all things in me have become new. This is true freedom! 

 

God Bless, 

 

Pastor George 

 



 

 

 
 

SANDWICH MINISTRY 

 

The Sandwich Ministry is going very well, and the 

people at the Homeless Shelter are very 

appreciative!  "Thank you" to all those who are 

faithfully making sandwiches and delivering them to 

the church as scheduled.  

 

Please Note:  If you are not making sandwiches, you 

can still help those people in need by bringing bottled 

water or snack food items to the church to be taken to 

the shelter.  Water is most essential during these hot 

summer months. 

 

Thank you again for your participation in helping this 

ministry. 

 

Karen Bickman 
 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 
A big "thank you" to all of our wonderful volunteers at 
the various Assisted Living Facilities - to those who are 
volunteering during the summer months while we are 
away, and of course, to all of our year-around 
volunteers.  We appreciate you, and all the residents 
appreciate you too!  You are making a difference in each 
of their lives as you share the love of Jesus and bring joy 
to their hearts. 
 
If you are not yet involved in the Senior Ministry but 
know that God has been calling you to help out 
occasionally, don’t hesitate to call Rick at 928-444-
4504.  You will be surprised  how easily you can 
brighten someone’s day by simply sitting next to them, 
visiting, and helping them find their place in the song 
book.  You would not be required to come every week or 
give a sermon.  There is a leader at each location and you 
would simply be there to assist the residents and show 
support.  Won’t you give it a try?  It’s easy and fun!  The 
best thing is that when you bless these folks, you will feel 
blessed as well! 
 
  
Thank you, 
Rick and Karen Bickman 
 



 

 

 

 
Don’t Stop Now! 

by Jack Hibbs 

 

Philippians 3:13-14 

Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

The bed of Arizona’s Paria River is notorious for its quicksand 

base, the result of flashfloods depositing silt and clay from steep 

canyon walls. It’s possible to walk safely over the riverbed as long 

as you keep moving, making sure not to break the surface. But the 

moment you stop, the treacherous quicksand begins pulling you 

down. What an apt picture of the danger of resting on our spiritual 

achievements! 

 

Many Bible scholars and teachers agree that the Apostle Paul’s 

words might be the most accurate description of a true Christian 

life. Paul possessed a divine dissatisfaction with the status quo in 

his walk with Christ, as we should as well. His pursuit wasn’t 

salvation but rather continued maturity. 

 

Some might think they are okay because they haven’t gone back 

to the ways of the world, the miry clay from which they were freed 

(Psalm 40:2), but are they moving forward in the Lord? Puritan 

preacher Charles Spurgeon proclaimed, “Go forward or be lost!” 

The danger isn’t to our eternal security. We risk becoming stuck 

and stagnant by resting on past spiritual accomplishments, 

believing that we’ve arrived. 

 

Can you say, “I will not stop in my pursuit of the person and 

presence of Jesus, and His plan for my life?” Or, “I am not the 

same man or woman I was six months ago?” I pray that you 

continue to move and grow as you walk with Christ. May we all, 

in these last days, be very careful to see to it that drawing ever 

closer to Jesus is our primary aim. 

 

Awaiting His Return, 

Jack Hibbs 

 

 

 

Take a closer look at the word COMMUNICATION. Do you 

see what the root word is? It is COMMUNE. As a verb, 

COMMUNE means “to share one's intimate thoughts or 

feelings with (someone), especially on a spiritual level.” 

Somewhere along the line, the word COMMUNICATION has 

been watered down to mean “a transfer of information from one 

person to another by means of audible or visual contact.” When 

a person is talking to another person, we say they are 

COMMUNICATING … but are they really? Are intimate 

thoughts and feelings being shared? Is the conversation on a 

“spiritual level”? 

When we pray, are we COMMUNICATING with the Lord, or 

just rattling off a list of wishes and/or complaints? Is there 

intimacy involved or just words being transferred? I know I’ve 

been guilty of presenting my petitions and supplications to the 

Lord in prayer, many times, without taking time to speak from 

my heart and/or listening for the Lord’s reply. My thinking in 

those times is, “I need to pray today so I can check that off my 

list of TO DO items." But am I truly COMMUNICATING in 

those instances? Just because I TALKED doesn’t mean I 

COMMUNICATED. 

These are thoughts I’ve meditated on recently and wanted to 

share with you … because I assume you might be like me in 

this respect. Sometimes we look at prayer as a “religious duty” 

that we must perform to be in good standing with the Lord. But, 

the Lord isn’t interested in us just bringing our wish list to Him 

in prayer. He wants to COMMUNE with us. 2 Corinthians 

13:14 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

God, and the COMMUNION of the Holy Ghost, be with you 

all. Amen.” That word COMMUNION in that verse is the 

Greek word KOINONIA which means FELLOWSHIP. 

Brothers and sisters, the Lord wants to have FELLOWSHIP 

with us. He wants to have times of intimacy, where we share 

the secrets of our hearts, and share our intimate feelings. And, 

He also wants to share with us His intimate feelings. I think 

that’s one of the reasons He tells us to “BE STILL AND 

KNOW THAT I AM GOD” (Psalm 46:10). It is in stillness that 

intimacy can take place. 

So, here’s something to ponder today about our prayer lives … 

are we TALKING in prayer or COMMUNICATING? Is there 

FELLOWSHIP taking place or just a rattling off of our wish 

list?  
MY PRAYER FOR TODAY: 

“Lord, forgive me for being hasty during my prayer time. 

Forgive me for rattling off my ‘wish list’ without sharing my 

heart, without being intimate, without waiting in the stillness to 

listen for your voice in response. Help me to be more attentive 

during my times of prayer. And, as I learn how to better 

communicate with you, may that spill over into my other 

relationships, so I can become a better COMMUNICATOR 

with others. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen” 

  
Hebrews 13:16 

But to do good and to COMMUNICATE forget not: for with 

such sacrifices God is well pleased.  
Ephesians 4:29 

Let no corrupt COMMUNICATION proceed out of your 

mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it 

may minister grace unto the hearers. 

 

 

COMMUNICATION 

My Morning Walks with God 
 

Take a look at the word COMMUNICATION for a 

moment. We use that word regularly in our daily 

conversations. We talk about how some people are 

“good communicators” and others are “poor 

communicators.” There are major companies who 

incorporate the word “communications” in their name. 

My network provider, for instance, is Charter 

COMMUNICATIONS. We’ve tossed the word 

“communication” around so much that I think we’ve lost 

some of the meaning of the word. 
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What happens When the Biblical Literacy 
That Shaped America’s Founding 

Disappears? 
By Tony Perkins 

 
 

More than two decades ago, in 2004, Harvard professor 

Samuel Huntington warned in his book “Who Are 

We?” that America was facing a crisis of identity. He 

argued that a nation cannot remain united without a 

common culture, a common history, and a common 

understanding of itself. Remove those foundations, and a 

society inevitably fragments into competing tribes, 

interests, and identities. 

Huntington pointed to the Anglo-Protestant Creed as the 

core of America’s unifying identity. He argued that 

America’s political institutions and civic ideals did not 

arise in a vacuum but were rooted in a culture shaped by 

Protestant Christianity. If Huntington identified the 

foundation of America’s shared identity, educator E.D. 

Hirsch explained how that identity was transmitted: 

through a common biblical literacy that provided 

Americans with a shared vocabulary, history, and moral 

framework. Without that shared knowledge, the cultural 

foundations of national identity inevitably begin to erode. 

The Founding Fathers were immersed in biblical imagery. 

Benjamin Franklin famously proposed a national seal 

depicting Moses at the Red Sea. The Israelites’ exodus 

taught lessons about liberty, tyranny, divine providence, 

and national purpose. 

The Bible shaped how Americans understood freedom, 

law, covenant, human dignity, and self-government. Even 

those who were not orthodox Christians were influenced by 

the biblical worldview that permeated colonial America. 

But what happens when that biblical literacy disappears? 

A nation that forgets its story loses its identity. And when 

a people lose their identity, they become fragmented. That 

is precisely what Huntington warned about. Americans 

increasingly identify themselves by race, class, political 

ideology, or special interest rather than by a common 

national story. 

The consequences of this loss of historical memory extend 

beyond America’s understanding of itself. They also affect 

America’s understanding of one of the most important 

sources of its cultural inheritance: the Jewish people and 

the biblical story of Israel. 

America’s affinity for the Jewish people did not begin with 

the modern State of Israel. For generations, Americans 

viewed Jewish history through the lens of Scripture and 

found in Israel’s story lessons about liberty, covenant, and 

national purpose. 
 

 

As biblical literacy declines, Israel is increasingly 

viewed only through a contemporary political lens, 

ignoring its biblical and historical foundations. 

Meanwhile, anti-Semitism has risen across America 

and the West. Certainly, anti-Semitism has many 

causes. Yet it is difficult to ignore the connection 

between a society that no longer understands the Bible 

and one that increasingly misunderstands the Jewish 

people whose history fills its pages. 

The rise of anti-Semitism and the weakening of 

support for Israel did not occur overnight. The ground 

was prepared over decades as biblical literacy 

declined, historical memory faded, and Americans 

became disconnected from the sources that once 

helped them understand both their own identity and 

the identity of the Jewish people. 

As America celebrates its 250th anniversary, we have 

an opportunity not merely to commemorate our 

history but to recover it. We can rediscover the biblical 

foundations that shaped our nation and strengthen the 

shared identity Huntington warned was slipping away. 

The Bible is not merely a religious text but one of the 

foundational documents of American civilization. To 

understand America, one must understand the Bible. 

And when that understanding is lost, we lose not only 

part of our history but part of our identity. 

 


