
 

 

 

  

Beacon 

JUNE 2026 
 

THE PURPOSE OF DESERT SHORES 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO 

SHARE THE LOVE AND SAVING GRACE OF JESUS 

CHRIST WITH EVERYONE, THROUGH GOD'S 

POWER, MAKE DISCIPLES WHO LOVE GOD. 

The 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations” Matthew 28:19 

 

Celebrating our 250th anniversary 

 
This July 4th, we will celebrate 250 years as a nation. 

We have been established as a church here in Bullhead 

city for about 25 years. It is a major milestone for us as 

a nation. I know that we have been celebrating July 4th 

at our current site since we finished our first permanent 

home, the place where we are now meeting. 

If you will allow, I would like to share a bit of that 

history and suggest that as we prepare to celebrate this 

very special time we look to reaching out and serving 

our community. 

It was Father’s Day 2006; we had just celebrated the 

dedication of our sanctuary we now meet in. It was a 

difficult road. We had overcome a Ponzi scheme that 

caused us to have to fully trust in God raising the funds 

to complete the building and reminded me that we can 

do all things through Christ who strengthens us, 

Philippians 4:13. A few weeks later, we had our first July 

4th celebration on our site. Since then, we have had a 

July 4th picnic and watched the fireworks go off at the 

casinos. Now we have several buildings that hinder our 

view, but the fireworks are still special to see. We use 

the event to reach out to the community and families in 

the area. 

With this year being so unique and special, we felt that 

it was time for a change in our approach. We have 

committed this year to outreach and with all the special 

events, we have decided not to host an event this year at 

Desert Shores. We are going to be volunteering and 

serving in the events in our community. We are 

currently seeking places we can help serve in some way, 

shape or form and use this special celebration to 

acknowledge our nations birthday and share the loving 

and saving grace of Jesus Christ our Lord with our 

community. 

We are developing a list of places that will have events 

and if you know of one, please let Nick or I know. We 

will try to host a booth and pass out water or something 

to show we care and are grateful for this wonderful 

country we live in. 

I am blessed to be your pastor, and I have great 

memories of us working together to serve our 

community and build the legacy we have here at Desert 

Shores. I look forward to hosting our first July 4th event 

at our new site. I anticipate reaching all of the families 

and sharing the love of Christ with them and helping 

them to learn all the ways Jesus showed His love 

towards us. I hope you will join me in the journey. 

 

Sincerely, 

Pastor George 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Weekly Events: 

June Events:  

 

June 8th 

VBS registration 

4:30pm 

VBS 

June 8-11 

5pm-8pm 

 

June 9th 

Touchstone Angel Meeting 

1pm 

 

June 10th 

AST Meeting 

4pm 

 

June 13th 

Women’s Fellowship 

11:30 

 

June 21st 

Father’s Day 

 

 

 

 June Birthdays 

 
1st 

Don Oleson 

3rd 

Carl Walborn 

4th 

Roberta Oleson 

Sisto Holquin 

Willie Allen 

5th 

Karen Bickman 

Ruthie Monje 

Mike Rowe 

6th 

Rick Bickman 

7th 

Gary Sanders 

12th 

Kaye Weaver 

15th 

Catherine Thomas 

Linda Naranjo 

16th 

Bert Owens 

20th 

Louise Kater 

22nd 

Harry Baldwin 

24th 

Cindy Frizelle 

26th 

Arv Bergstedt 

Jim Mabus 

28th 

Len Duerden 

29th 

Carol Silva 

30th 

Shane Hoffman 

 

Sunday         9:00am Youth & Adult Sunday School 

                   10:30am  Worship Service 

       2:30pm SunRidge  Village 

Monday       5:00pm Praise Team practice 

Tuesday        9:00am  Prayer Team 

       10:30am Davis Place 

                    1:00pm Silver Creek  

                    2:30 Joshua Springs Memory Care 

                    3:00pm Joshua Springs 

                     6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesday   8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 

        9:30am  Women’s Bible Study 

        6:30pm  Young Adults Bible Study 

        6:30pm  Bible Study – Perfecting 

                                    Relationships 

Thursday      1:00pm Mining for Diamonds Bible 

                                  Study 

                      6:30pm  Family Game Night 

   Last Thursday of the Month 

Friday            8:00am Men’s Bible Study 

                       6:30pm  Movie Night  

  Last Friday of the Month 

Saturday        8:00am  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

  First Saturday of the Month 

        6:00pm  Contemporary Worship Serv. 

                     6:00pm Youth Group 

. 

June Anniversaries 
1st 

George & Martha Lyman 

6th 

Harry & Melissa Baldwin 

9th 

Steve & Tracy Weitz 

10th 

Felix & Carol Romant 

12th 

Frank & Peggy Jones 

14th 

Bob & Linda Evans 

18th 

Rick & Tory Westbrook 



 

 

 
  CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 

COME PRAY WITH US! 
 

Philippians 4:6 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. 

 

““I have been driven many times to my knees 

by the overwhelming conviction that I had 

absolutely no other place to go.” 

Abraham Lincoln 

 

Our Prayer Meeting is at 9:00 on Tuesday 

Mornings! Please join us! 

 

If you have any requests or praises you can 

email them to  

Ljneitz57@gmail.com  

Or text them to 

928.201.8924 

 

SENIOR MINISTRY 

 

What a joy it is to be at an assisted living facility 

with a group of residents along with a group of 

enthusiastic volunteers from the church, all 

participating in the Senior Ministry church 

service!  Everyone has a great time praising God, 

singing, hearing the Word, praying, and showing 

love to each other! 

 

Presently we have a good number of volunteers, 

but with summer coming many are getting ready 

to leave for an extended period of time, and a few 

have left already.  This is an important ministry of 

Desert Shores Church and we need some new 

folks to fill in and help out during this time. 

 

Please consider visiting a service at one (or more) 

of the assisted living homes and lend a helping 

hand.  It’s such an easy hour or so to spend with 

these people who look forward to our coming each 

week.  Leaders will be there, so all you will need 

to do is help residents with finding the right page 

in the songbook, be kind, and sing along!   Come 

see what we are doing and how much fun it 

is.  You will bring blessings and joy to those who 

are lonely and you will find yourself blessed and 

happy too!  

 
 

Jesus said that His followers are “the salt of the 

earth.” We can only assume that He was referencing 

the ancient uses of salt: adding flavor, preventing 

decay, and creating thirst. Those are the effects His 

followers are to have on the world around them.  

 

mailto:Ljneitz57@gmail.com


 

 

 

  

LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY 

By Billy Graham 

 
The Gospel of God’s grace is not only a “whosoever” 

Gospel; it is also intensely personal. Paul said, “I have been 

crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 

for me” (Galatians 2:20). The Gospel is a personal Gospel – 

I, me, we; and when you bow your heart to pray, you can 

pray with the knowledge that Jesus Christ died on Calvary 

not only for the whole world, but for YOU. He not only died 

for “our” sins, but He died for YOUR sins. 

Christ encouraged His followers to pray both by the 

example He set in praying and in His teaching. Jesus said 

we ought always to pray. I do not believe that the problems 

of our world will ever be settled until our national leaders 

bow their knees in prayer. If only our leaders could discover 

the strength that comes from reliance upon Almighty God, 

we would soon see the solution to the grave problems we 

face, 

In this modern age, we have learned how to contain gasoline 

vapors in a cylinder and explode them at the appointed 

second to move our cars. We have discovered how to release 

the energy that is latent in the atom which can destroy entire 

cities. But few of us have learned how to fully develop the 

power of prayer. We have not discovered we are more 

powerful on our knees than with the most powerful weapons 

devised by man. All we need to do is to pray to God and 

acknowledge that we cannot do anything without His help. 

Spend time talking with Him today and see your miracle! 

 

TWELVE EXTRAORDINARY WOMEN 

By John MacArthur 

 
Have you been to Nick’s office in Building B? It’s also the 

SECRET place of our church library! I say, “secret”, 

because when I talk about some of the books I’ve been 

reading from our library, people say, “We have a 

library?” YES, we do! It’s a really good one too!! There 

are bible dictionaries, concordances, bible studies, great 

devotionals, Christian fiction and videos --- plus a whole 

lot of really good books. Check it out. You might find 

something that will inspire you! 

 

This month’s book review is one such book. It was only 

Christ’s work in the disciples’ lives that gave them such 

remarkable power and influence, so that what they became 

was something quite uncommon – and what they 

accomplished (Acts 17:6) was something truly 

extraordinary. The same is true with the women featured 

in this book. They were ordinary women. In other words, 

all the women profiled in this book became extraordinary 

not because of any natural qualities on their own, but 

because the one true God whom they worshiped is great, 

mighty, glorious, and awesome, and He refined them like 

silver. They, therefore, stand as reminders of both our 

fallenness and our potential. Your life can be 

extraordinary, too, by His wonderful grace. 

 



 

 

 

  

NOTES FROM NICK 
 

Hey Church Family! 

 

I am so excited to announce we are setting up our first 

Youth Group trip to Las Vegas! On July 17th we are 

planning on taking our Youth Group to Cowabunga 

Canyon Waterpark. My goal is to use this trip to get the 

youth away from Bullhead City for a day so that we 

can enjoy the summer with an adventure. During this 

trip I hope to build teamwork, trust, and friendships 

with all the youth and leaders. God has blessed us with 

this opportunity to disciple these youth as we do our 

best to illustrate the love of Christ in their lives. Every 

Saturday night we really work to connect with them 

and open the pathways to understanding how we can 

best support them through their journey! If you are 

reading this, please remember these kids in your 

prayers. The world wants to offer them everything 

contrary to God and we must pray for God to protect 

them as they begin walking through the temptations of 

life. I love you all. Thank you for being part of this 

amazing church. If you have any questions, feel free to 

ask. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 Nick 
 

  DON’T LOSE YOUR FRAGRANCE 

by GregALane  

 May 9, 2026   

 
  

My wife clipped a bloom from our Magnolia tree and 

put it on the kitchen counter. When I saw it there on 

the counter, I got up close to take a whiff. Wow! 

What an awesome fragrance it had.  

A few days later, I passed by the bloom on the counter 

and noticed that it had started turning brown. After 

walking by, I thought to myself: “I wonder if it still 

smells as good as it did a few days ago.” Out of 

curiosity I turned around and bent over to take 

another whiff. In my mind I was anticipating sort of 

a stench since the petals were brown. I was pleasantly 

surprised, though, as the awesome fragrance from a 

few days earlier still permeated its petals. 

 

So, here’s my word of exhortation for today: 

Just because you’re “getting old” doesn’t mean 

you have to lose your fragrance. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16 

Therefore, we do not lose heart, but though our 

outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 

renewed day by day. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:15 

Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to 

God. 

 

https://mymorningwalkswithgod.com/author/gregalane/


 

 

  
 

SANDWICH MINISTRY 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who make 

sandwiches for feeding the hungry at the homeless 

shelter.  Feeding the hungry is one of the commands 

of our Lord Jesus.   

 

Remember to bring your sandwiches no later than 

Wednesday at noon. That is when they will be 

delivered to the shelter. 

 

If you did not sign up to make sandwiches, you can 

still help out.  The homeless shelter is always in 

need of snack items that are individually wrapped 

and water.  With the increased temperatures, water 

is essential for those who are without a home and 

are living in their cars or in the desert.  These items 

can be brought to the office and will be delivered 

along with the sandwiches on Wednesdays. 

 

THANK YOU!    

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!! 
 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 
A big "thank you" to all of our wonderful volunteers 
at the various Assisted Living Facilities - to those who 
are volunteering during the summer months while 
we are away, and of course, to all of our year-around 
volunteers.  We appreciate you, and all the residents 
appreciate you too!  You are making a difference in 
each of their lives as you share the love of Jesus and 
bring joy to their hearts. 
 
If you are not yet involved in the Senior Ministry but 
know that God has been calling you to help out 
occasionally, don’t hesitate to call Rick at 928-444-
4504.  You will be surprised how easily you can 
brighten someone’s day by simply sitting next to 
them, visiting, and helping them find their place in 
the song book.  You would not be required to come 
every week or give a sermon.  There is a leader at 
each location and you would simply be there to assist 
the residents and show support.  Won’t you give it a 
try?  It’s easy and fun!  The best thing is that when 
you bless these folks, you will feel blessed as well! 
 
  
Thank you, 
Rick and Karen Bickman 
 



 

 

 

  
A Little Mayhem and The Power of 

Community Events 

 

In a world increasingly shaped by division and isolation, 

community events can be a powerful way to reflect the love 

of Christ and build meaningful spiritual relationships. 

Whether through neighborhood gatherings, volunteer 

outreaches, church events, or simple conversations, being 

physically present in the lives of others creates opportunities 

to “plant seeds” of faith that can grow over time. 

 

Community events create an environment where people can 

feel seen and valued. Participating in local activities, support 

causes, or simply show up consistently for others, barriers 

begin to break down. Trust forms naturally. Many people 

who might never attend a church service are still willing to 

attend a community dinner, sports event, outreach project, 

or neighborhood celebration. These spaces become fertile 

grounds for encouragement, friendship, and spiritual 

conversation. Pastor George asked that I share about one 

such recent event.  

 

Our church participation with over 30+ volunteers at the 

Mayhem Motorcycle Rally and Poker Run this year was not 

a typical venue one would expect for “church people”. Yes, 

there were some attendees who challenged our sensibilities. 

But, as one of the volunteers, I wanted to share some of the 

things that were said of our church volunteer’s participation. 

We were called “rock stars” for stepping in and helping on 

the fly when others were not able to man their posts; our 

booth was visited by many out of towners and locals, we ran 

out of business cards to share. We received positive 

comments on Facebook for being “sold out for our Lord”. 

 

Two very important events and comments occurred: 

Nick spoke on stage after the raffle and shared a bit of his 

testimony and that people with similar backgrounds and 

those with tattoos were welcome at Desert Shores 

Community Baptist Church. He shared and invited them to 

the upcoming concert at the Pavillion (where many came 

forward to accept Christ). It was shared with me by the 

Emcee Matt, that after the main stage events were rapping 

up, he was approached and told that “it is nice to know that 

people who look like me are welcome in church” and other 

such comments. He stated Nick’s testimony gained a lot of 

respect for our church within that crowd of tattooed 

motorcyclists. 

Another thing shared was when Larry Topping presented us 

with the donation for the Youth Poker Run, we are the first 

group receiving funds that actually demonstrated true 

gratitude, hung around and visited with him and truly 

appreciated the funds received. He said we “have a beautiful 

church”. Just remaining and engaging in brief, but genuine 

conversation with the benefactor made an impact. 

Often, people remember how Christians treated them 

long before they remember any sermon or scripture 

shared with them. Small moments of compassion may 

later become the reason someone becomes curious about 

Christ. When individuals and churches genuinely 

welcome people who may not “fit the mold,” it earns 

respect within the community. Not because Christians 

seek praise, but because authentic love and compassion 

stand out in a divided world. People notice when 

someone is treated with dignity despite differences. 

 

This kind of welcoming spirit also reflects the heart of the 

Gospel. Christ did not come only for a certain group of 

people — He came for everyone. Respect grows when 

people witness faith expressed through humility, 

patience, and sincerity rather than exclusion or 

superiority. 

 

Planting seeds for Christ is rarely about instant results. A 

conversation today, even at a secular event such as 

Mayhem Motorcycle Rally, may inspire hope years later. 

A simple invitation may open the door to healing. A 

welcoming attitude may restore someone’s trust in 

Christians after painful experiences. The role of believers 

is not to force growth, but faithfully plant and nurture 

seeds through love, presence, and example. 

 

In the end, community involvement is far more than 

social activity — it is ministry in action. Every 

handshake, meal shared, volunteer effort, and welcoming 

conversation becomes an opportunity to reflect Christ’s 

character. Through intentional presence and 

compassionate outreach, believers can help build 

stronger communities while guiding others toward a 

loving Savior.  

 

Many thanks to all of you who have volunteered at these 

community outreaches and New Building fundraisers. 

You are making a difference for the Kingdom. May we 

continue to be a Christian body that is welcoming to all 

people. Well done church family – you rock! I am proud 

to have found such a beautiful church family. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Janie 



 

 

 

2625 Landon Dr., Bullhead City, AZ 86429 
Contact us at   928.754.1111     www.desertshoreschurch.org 

Unity 
 

by Skip Heitzig | Tuesday, May 12, 2026 
 

 
“Walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 
with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” (Ephesians 
4:1-3). We must try to maintain the unity of the church 
which Christ established by His death, burial, and 
resurrection. 
 
There exists a wonderful unity within the Trinity: “There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one 
hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all” (vv. 4-6).  
 
Our unity with one another is rooted in the unity of the 
triune God, which He graciously bestowed upon the 
body of Christ. There's one body—one church, one 
Spirit, and one hope of your calling. We're all going to be 
together, fellowshipping together in the presence of the 
Lord. 
 
We can pursue this unity now by refusing to make an 
issue out of the walls that divide us. Because of the 
oneness we share in Christ, we’re called to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. To walk worthy 
is to walk in humility. 
 
We agree and believe in the triune God, we believe in 
the atonement of Christ, we believe in the bodily 
resurrection, and in Jesus’ second coming. If somebody 
denies the essential doctrines of the Christian faith, we 
can safely, with authority, say they are not a true 
believer. If you agree on the essentials but disagree on 
the manifestation of spiritual gifts, that is a secondary 
issue. This is beautifully summarized in a highly 
influential phrase from the seventeenth century: “In 
essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty, but in all 
things, charity.” 
 
 

We are going to disagree. In the church, like any family, 
we're going to have different interpretations, ideas, 
and values. But don’t look down on others because of 
it—rather than fighting the variety in the body of 
Christ, enjoy it. We're all different. Look around the 
world and you’ll discover God loves variety. 
 
Even Paul and Barnabas had a disagreement that 
caused them to part company (see Acts 15:36-41). Yet, 
God redeemed even that situation, because after they 
parted ways, there wasn’t one group on a missionary 
journey, but two—preaching Christ everywhere they 
traveled. 
 
Our goal should always be to “come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ” (v. 13). 
 
Unity. In one faith, one baptism, under one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, through all, and in all. 

 

 


