
 

  

   Beacon 

MAY 2026 
THE PURPOSE OF DESERT SHORES 

COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH IS TO 

SHARE THE LOVE AND SAVING GRACE OF JESUS 

CHRIST WITH EVERYONE, THROUGH GOD'S 

POWER, MAKE DISCIPLES WHO LOVE GOD. 

The 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations” Matthew 28:19 

 

Keeping Our Focus 
 
We have all been busy these past few months. The month 

leading up to Resurrection Sunday is filled with preparations, 

practices and plans. We had several fundraisers and community 

events to bring people into a relationship with the church and 

ultimately with Jesus. 

We have been committed to building a culture of outreach and 

I hope you have been enjoying and learning from the book of 

Acts about how the early church reached out. It always begins 

at home, in our neighborhoods and those relationships. We 

show others what it means to be a follower of Jesus and live 

our lives to demonstrate our faith. 

If we keep our focus on sharing who Jesus is and we genuinely 

reflect that in the way we live, the Holy Spirit will bring to our 

lips the right words. Sharing the gospel will be a natural focus 

of who we are in Christ. This should always be our main focus; 

sharing with others how they can be saved. 

We will keep doing events, outreaches and programs to reach 

our community. Each person in leadership needs each one of 

you to be part of their ministry. We all need to be a part of a 

ministry and find ways to reach out. We need to remember that 

we are all part of the body of Christ and we all play a part in 

the functioning of the body. Christ is the head. He is in charge. 

We want to have a mind like Christ so that we are focused on 

what He desires us to do. 

One of the things we are going to do is continue to teach about 

God. The early church thrived because it kept its focus on what 

Jesus taught, they were constantly devoting themselves to 

being learners, obeying what He taught. We 

live in a world where the accounts, history, and stories 

about God are not always known. Some of the greatest 

Bible stories are unknown to many of our young people. 

We need to teach them and help them understand how it 

relates to their lives each and every day. 
The media and this world do not care about teaching others 

about Christ. They are not interested in making disciples that 

love God, love others and serve their community. We need to 

stay focused on teaching, interacting, and engaging others to 

make them aware of who Jesus is and how He has changed our 

lives. There are so many truths in the Bible. So much to 

understand about how God can help us live our lives. We are all 

part of this team. We all matter. 

We are going to accomplish this “teaching about Jesus” goal 

through relationships. We have many new faces joining us in 

worship. Nick and Marrisa are doing a great job meeting, 

inviting and developing relationships with young families. Each 

one of us needs to build relationships with these new faces. If 

we oversee a Bible study or ministry, we can share what we are 

doing and ask them to be involved. We need to use fellowship 

events, greeting times, and services to develop these friendships. 

We talk about how we are a “friendly” church. It does not stop 

or is limited to just greeting new people. It must include building 

friendships while we sit in the pew. Our focus must be on 

building relationships. We will trust God to direct the building 

of our new facility, but we must work on sharing our 

relationship with Christ and sharing with others what we have 

learned about Jesus. 

 

God Bless, Pastor George 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  
Weekly Events: 

May Events:  

 

 

May 2nd 

Men’s Fellowship 

8am 

 

May 2nd 

Christian Rock Concert 

John & Olivia McCormick Pavilion 

4-9pm 

 

May 8th & 9th 

Mother’s Day Craft Fair 

9-2pm 

 

May 13th 

AST Meeting 

4pm 

 

May 14th 

Deacon Meeting 

9am 

 

May 17th 

Baptism & BBQ 

Rotary Park 

After Service 

 

May 24th 

Movie Night 

6pm 

 

May 28th 

Game Night 

6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 

 
5/5 

Gina Cochran 

5/7 

Patricia Sugden 

5/11 

Gary Konigsmark 

5/16 

Bob Evans 

Alice Voight 

5/19 

Mark Hanna 

Barbi Sanders 

5/20 

Michel LaRosa 

5/21 

Darlene Charles 

5/23 

Richard Cotterall 

Glenna Ramsey 

5/28 

Diana Mills 

5/30 

Dallas Gran 

 

 

Sunday         9:00am Youth & Adult Sunday School 

                   10:30am  Worship Service 

       2:30pm SunRidge  Village 

Monday       5:00pm Praise Team practice 

Tuesday        9:00am  Prayer Team 

       10:30am Davis Place 

      1:00pm Silver Creek  

      2:30 Joshua Springs Memory Care 

      3:00pm Joshua Springs 

                     6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesday   8:00am  Men’s Bible Study 

        9:30am  Women’s Bible Study 

        6:30pm  Young Adults Bible Study 

        6:30pm  Bible Study – Perfecting 

                                    Relationships 

Thursday      1:00pm Mining for Diamonds Bible 

                                  Study 

        6:30pm  Family Game Night 

   Last Thursday of the Month 

Friday            8:00am Men’s Bible Study 

                       6:30pm  Movie Night  

  Last Friday of the Month 

Saturday        8:00am  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

  First Saturday of the Month 

        6:00pm  Contemporary Worship Serv. 

                     6:00pm Youth Group 

May Anniversaries 
5/1 

Charles & Gina Cochran 

5/4 

Donald & Pat Chovanec 

Billy & Glenda Earnest 

5/11 

Ken & Renate Collins 

5/18 

Jason & Petra Boop 

5/20 

Elon & Sandy Holmes 

5/23 

James & Gerri Huffman 

5/25 

John & Lynda Neitz 



 
  CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD 

 

COME PRAY WITH US! 
 

Philippians 4:6 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God. 

 

““I have been driven many times to my knees 

by the overwhelming conviction that I had 

absolutely no other place to go.” 

Abraham Lincoln 

 

Our Prayer Meeting is at 9:00 on Tuesday 

Mornings! Please join us! 

 

If you have any requests or praises you can 

email them to  

Ljneitz57@gmail.com  

Or text them to 

928.201.8924 

 

The Lord Jesus has promised to return. 

And He will. It may be very soon. In the 

meantime, are you taking hold of all the 

riches God has given us in Jesus 

Christ? 

Corrie ten Boom 
 

THANK YOU so much to all of the 

volunteers that helped out with the 

Harley Run. I know it was some long 

hours and I really appreciate your 

time. 

The winner of the Harley was SETH! 

Congratulations!! Ride with God 

Seth!! 

 

Roberta Oleson 

 

 

 

mailto:Ljneitz57@gmail.com


 

  
A NOTE FROM NICK 

 
Hey Church Family,   

 

Today I just want to boast in what God is doing in our 

church. When we started the Young family’s Bible 

Study in the beginning of January, we only had a few 

people. At the end of April, I took this picture and I was 

shocked to see what God has done! We have so many 

new young people in our church that are growing in 

their knowledge of God and their children are being 

taught about God! This is all the fruit that is being 

produced by all of our hard work together as the body 

of Christ! I have shown so many people this picture and 

just marveled over God’s work.  When I first came to 

Desert Shores, I had been asked a question of what I 

thought Our growth was going to look like, but I never 

thought it would be this much. We have such a good 

God that has given us the ability to reach into our 

community to touch lives and see lives changed.  So if 

you have been wondering if all of our hard work is 

paying off, just look at this picture and remember 

everything we do is for God and because of that this 

happens! 
 

SANDWICH MINISTRY 

 
Thank you to all the volunteers who make sandwiches 

for feeding the hungry at the homeless 

shelter.  Feeding the hungry is one of the commands 

of our Lord Jesus.   

 

Remember to bring your sandwiches no later than 

Wednesday at noon. That is when they will be 

delivered to the shelter. 

 

If you did not sign up to make sandwiches, you can 

still help out.  The homeless shelter is always in need 

of snack items that are individually wrapped and 

water.  With the increased temperatures, water is 

essential for those who are without a home and are 

living in their cars or in the desert.  These items can 

be brought to the office and will be delivered along 

with the sandwiches on Wednesdays. 

 

 

THANK YOU!    

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE!!! 
 



 

   

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 

What a joy it is to be at an assisted living facility with 

a group of residents along with a group of enthusiastic 

volunteers from the church, all participating in the 

Senior Ministry church service!  Everyone has a great 

time praising God, singing, hearing the Word, praying, 

and showing love to each other! 

 

Presently we have a good number of volunteers, but 

with summer coming many are getting ready to leave 

for an extended period of time, and a few have left 

already.  This is an important ministry of Desert 

Shores Church and we need some new folks to fill in 

and help out during this time. 

 

Please consider visiting a service at one (or more) of 

the assisted living homes and lend a helping hand.  It’s 

such an easy hour or so to spend with these people who 

look forward to our coming each week.  Leaders will 

be there, so all you will need to do is help residents 

with finding the right page in the songbook, be kind, 

and sing along!   Come see what we are doing and how 

much fun it is.  You will bring blessings and joy to 

those who are lonely and you will find yourself blessed 

and happy too!  

 

WHAT CANCER CANNOT DO  
Stories of Courage published by Inspirio  

 

A book review by Kathy Cole. Books are found 

in our church library. 

 
CANCER IS SO LIMITED It cannot cripple God’s 

Love. It cannot shatter hope. It cannot corrode faith. It 

cannot destroy peace. It cannot kill friendship. It 

cannot shut out memories. It cannot silence courage. 

It cannot invade the soul. It cannot steal eternal life. It 

cannot conquer the spirit! Whether you are hurting, 

scared, or just plain tired, this book is an 

encouragement and hope when dealing with cancer. 

Uplifting scriptures, inspirational quotes and 

encouraging stories of surviving cancer may not heal 

the body but will touch the soul. “We need not be 

afraid of what is happening to us because God is in 

control. He is so in control that, as Luke 12:7 tells us, 

He counts the very hairs of our head. Imagine that! 

Every hair that washes down the drain the morning 

you go bald has God’s number on it. Every wisp that 

struggles upward from your scalp after treatment ends 

has God’s number on it. If God cares that much about 

the hair on your head, you can trust that He cares for 

you. And NOTHING……not even cancer…. can 

separate you from his loving control.” 



  

Ten Reasons to Look Up! 

By Jan Markell 

April 20, 2026 

www.olivetreeviews.org 
 

I love short lists that folks can peruse and then dig deeper on their own. 

Today I came up with ten issues that tell me the hour is later than we 

thought. So, here’s my latest summary. Don’t be discouraged. Look up! 

 

1) Europe is looking for an Antichrist figure. Prophecy News 

Watch reports a disturbing willingness among citizens to embrace 

strong, decisive leadership that could bypass democratic processes if it 

promises stability and results. One in five Europeans say they would 

prefer a dictatorship in certain circumstances, and a quarter admit they 

would not mind if a capable leader limited democratic rights and acted 

without accountability—provided he was effective. 

 

Europe is imploding. It has unchecked immigration from Muslim 

nations and many European nations are in serious decline, lacking 

sound leadership. There is this longing for a man with a plan. 

 

2) Intensifying Lawlessness is everywhere. In Minnesota, not one 

elected official who participated in the Somali fraud of billions of 

dollars has been removed from office or arrested. The Mayor of 

Minneapolis, Jacob Frey, in part responsible for the mayhem, just 

made Time Magazine’s top 100 influential people. Thanks for 

rewarding incompetence! 

 

ICE has been demonized repeatedly and particularly in my home town 

of Minneapolis. They have been arresting illegal aliens convicted of 

murder, domestic abuse, sexual assault, and more. In Minnesota alone, 

nearly 500 illegal aliens have been released back into the 

community because state and local officials refuse to cooperate with 

federal law enforcement. 

 

3) Canada is poised to criminalize Christianity with a ban on citing 

biblical truths, reports The Federalist. Let that sink in. Crazed 

zealots in the leftist elite have turned Canadian Christians into 

scapegoats. They are considered deplorables. 

 

As The Federalist states, “Once this brand of leftism comes to rule a 

country, as it has in Canada and Western Europe, civilizational ruin is 

sure to follow.” Added to this outrage, Canada is offering to euthanize 

seniors. Canada’s free healthcare offers the  director of Dying to Meet 

You to the elderly who may be struggling. Surely love has grown cold 

(Matt. 24:12). 

 

4)  The ultimate in calling evil good just transpired when the United 

Nations handed Iran a seat at the Women’s Rights Table. Iran—the 

regime whose morality police beat a 22-year-old woman named Mahsa 

Amini to death for a loose headscarf—has just been elevated to a role 

within a key United Nations body shaping global policy on women's 

rights, disarmament, and terrorism prevention. This is last days’ lunacy 

and strong delusion (II Thess. 2:11) and it abounds everywhere. 

 

5) Prophecy News Watch asks if we are building a 

prototype of “the image that speaks” from 

Revelation. They report that Meta's reported 

development of an AI version of its founder, Mark 

Zuckerberg, has reignited an unusual but increasingly 

persistent conversation at the intersection of technology, 

identity, and ancient prophecy. 

  

The company is building a photorealistic, interactive 

digital version of Zuckerberg, capable of engaging 

employees in real time, trained on his voice, mannerisms, 

and strategic thinking. What might sound like corporate 

innovation to some is, to others, a striking echo 

of imagery found in the Book of Revelation. 

 

6) A Pew survey says 60% of Americans have an 

unfavorable view of Israel. Antipathy toward Israel 

was more pronounced among younger people. Broken 

down by age groups, 70% of those aged 18-49, including 

57% of Republicans in that age bracket, have an 

unfavorable view. The Democrat Party is down to one 

supporter: Sen. John Fetterman. Since the slaughter of 

Jews October 7, 2023, the world has cheered for Hamas 

and found Israel deplorable. This is Tribulation-

esque. Zechariah 12:3 says Israel will become the 

world’s burdensome stone. 

 

7) A prophetic storm is brewing due to the war with 

Iran, and we’re all pondering Gog-Magog, the war 

outlined in Ezekiel 38. One of those participants—

Turkey—is making noises, threatening to invade 

Israel now. Can you imagine a member of NATO 

making such threats. The passage says Russian invaders 

will be on horseback. Forbes’ says Russian forces are 

now attacking Ukraine on horseback. Is this a 

foreshadowing?  

 

8) The American-born Pope is stirring the pot 

wherever he goes as he paves the way for a global 

religion. While lambasting America over the Iran war 

during the Easter weekend, the Pope said nothing about 

the Islamist bloodbath in Nigeria at precisely that time, 

when dozens of Christians were gunned down. 

 

He said that people should be "a little less fearful" of 

Islam, and that "Islam is a religion of peace we can 

learn from." Like the King of England who celebrated 

Ramadan and ignored Easter, the Pope is equally 

confused when it comes to Islam. 

 

 

Continued on page 7 
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Ten Reasons to Look Up! 

By Jan Markell 
continued 

9) Rep. Tim Burchett (R-TN) has teased about alien 

life among us that has made contact with 

humans. UFOs and UAPs are making headlines. They 

will do so even more once the church is gone in the 

rapture and UFOs/aliens are blamed as the reason for 

our disappearance! Burchett warned that releasing 

secret alien information would devastate public 

confidence. 

 

He claimed America would come unglued if citizens 

learned what government agencies have 

discovered. The House Task Force member said he 

was briefed two weeks ago on extraterrestrial matters 

that would have been catastrophic if 

released. Discussions around UFOs, UAPs, and 

extraterrestrial life are no longer confined to fringe 

communities. They have entered the mainstream 

conversation at the highest levels. 

 

More and more people are acknowledging their origins 

are demonic. Even the demons know the hour is late. 

 

10) In the spring of 2026, we were again 

reminded of serious economic instability that 

will eventually require a “Mr. Fix-It” to 

remedy. Oil prices have surged. Supply chains 

have been disrupted. Markets have reacted with 

volatility. The war with Iran has already been 

described as causing the largest energy supply 

disruption since the 1970s crisis. When a single 

region can destabilize the global economy, it 

exposes just how fragile the system truly is. A one-

world system with a leader who can conquer such 

problems is being longed for. 

 

These are just ten reasons I believe we are 

experiencing earth’s final hours before a trumpet 

and a shout removes believers forever. Don't 

tremble at headlines. Know they are a herald of His 

coming. 

 

  
 

 

 

OBEYING GOD’S COMMANDMENTS 
By Franklin Graham 

 

I applaud states such as Texas, Arkansas, and Louisiana, 

which are currently waging court battles to defend their 

laws requiring that the Ten Commandments be on 

display in public schools. When I was in grade school, 

this was common practice. But that was before our public 

schools expelled common sense from the classroom and 

forgot that boys are male and girls are female. 

Not only are God’s moral laws the foundation of our 

nation’s legal system, but the scriptures say that we all 

have sinned against a holy and righteous God. Like an 

MRI that reveals a cancerous mass, the Bible says God’s 

law reveals sin’s deadly infection of the heart. I like the 

analogy that compares the Ten Commandments to a 

mirror. God’s law doesn’t cleanse us or justify us before 

our Creator. Instead, like a mirror, it merely reveals the 

dirt on our face – our sin, which can only be washed away 

by Jesus’ sinless blood shed on a cross for our 

forgiveness. 

While the media and politicians alike focus on the 

infamous Jeffrey Epstein files, may we not forget that 

one day we will ALL be held accountable to God for 

what we did and didn’t do on this Earth. God goes even 

deeper than just what we’ve said and done. He knows our 

thoughts, desires, and motives. 

To have the peace of God, we must express our sins, ask 

Him to forgive us, and by faith, receive Christ personally. 

Then, we are not only forgiven, but he cleanses us. He 

doesn’t even remember our sins!! 
 

https://qlskyecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015PCg_TRqHcMkzrCytGhhuB8RieOSAzd4jfmH94xCqp5O-Vgwni4mpCY9Uv2a2y5Zr83v_D6E8cK_pGUD_eVrogtJdmP44pfeDknKWpAOcvXLXpiygqPj5HAjkuThyY1EYK-HRhq1Ed3HEwgNFGMR-JubAYDR3iOZbnE12d4ecBDvCzu8548FjGaOYAqJYA0QfKPh6TuJXrLJ6xDHoHi81av8x--Ur7RvdTH0NeoWN0pwfN0fgEGT0b_BU61MmwMx&c=C8jaIFRBUj1AozsMUXdDeisln7E0eliq7mBWRGPcVCp6t2l_VI8zcg==&ch=aukAJ7G74jIypVISt9GkjZdegH8ZHPtbW78h6KbPzlCI1yPK5Z0c-A==
https://qlskyecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015PCg_TRqHcMkzrCytGhhuB8RieOSAzd4jfmH94xCqp5O-Vgwni4mpCY9Uv2a2y5Zr83v_D6E8cK_pGUD_eVrogtJdmP44pfeDknKWpAOcvXLXpiygqPj5HAjkuThyY1EYK-HRhq1Ed3HEwgNFGMR-JubAYDR3iOZbnE12d4ecBDvCzu8548FjGaOYAqJYA0QfKPh6TuJXrLJ6xDHoHi81av8x--Ur7RvdTH0NeoWN0pwfN0fgEGT0b_BU61MmwMx&c=C8jaIFRBUj1AozsMUXdDeisln7E0eliq7mBWRGPcVCp6t2l_VI8zcg==&ch=aukAJ7G74jIypVISt9GkjZdegH8ZHPtbW78h6KbPzlCI1yPK5Z0c-A==
https://qlskyecab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0015PCg_TRqHcMkzrCytGhhuB8RieOSAzd4jfmH94xCqp5O-Vgwni4mpCY9Uv2a2y5Zr83v_D6E8cK_pGUD_eVrogtJdmP44pfeDknKWpAOcvXLXpiygqPj5HAjkuThyY1EYK-HRhq1Ed3HEwgNFGMR-JubAYDR3iOZbnE12d4ecBDvCzu8548FjGaOYAqJYA0QfKPh6TuJXrLJ6xDHoHi81av8x--Ur7RvdTH0NeoWN0pwfN0fgEGT0b_BU61MmwMx&c=C8jaIFRBUj1AozsMUXdDeisln7E0eliq7mBWRGPcVCp6t2l_VI8zcg==&ch=aukAJ7G74jIypVISt9GkjZdegH8ZHPtbW78h6KbPzlCI1yPK5Z0c-A==

